
First Reading   1 Kgs 19:16. 19-21
Elisha rose and followed Elijah and became his servant.

The Lord said to Elijah: ‘Go, you are to anoint 
Elisha son of Shaphat, of Abel Meholah, as 
prophet to succeed you.’

Leaving there, Elijah came on Elisha son 
of Shaphat as he was ploughing behind 
twelve yoke of oxen, he himself being with 
the twelfth. Elijah passed near to him and 
threw his cloak over him. Elisha left his 
oxen and ran after Elijah. ‘Let me kiss my 
father and mother, then I will follow you’ 
he said. Elijah answered, ‘Go, go back; for 
have I done anything to you?’ Elisha turned 
away, took the pair of oxen and slaughtered 
them. He used the plough for cooking the 
oxen, then gave to his men, who ate. He 
then rose, and followed Elijah and became 
his servant.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 15:1-2. 5. 7-11. R. cf. v.5

(R.) You are my inheritance, O Lord.

1. Preserve me, God, I take refuge in you.
 I say to the Lord: ‘You are my God.’
 O Lord, it is you who are my portion and 

cup;
 it is you yourself who are my prize. (R.)

2. I will bless the Lord who gives me 
counsel,

 who even at night directs my heart.
 I keep the Lord ever in my sight:
 since he is at my right hand, I shall stand 

firm. (R.)

3. And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad;
 even my body shall rest in safety.
 For you will not leave my soul among the 

dead,
 nor let your beloved know decay. (R.)

4.  You will show me the path of life,
 the fullness of joy in your presence,
 at your right hand happiness for ever. (R.)

Second Reading   Gal 1:13-18
My brothers, you were called to freedom.

When Christ freed us, he meant us to remain 
free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit 
again to the yoke of slavery.

My brothers, you were called, as you know, 
to liberty; but be careful, or this liberty will 
provide an opening for self-indulgence. Serve 
one another, rather, in works of love, since the 
whole of the Law is summarised in a single 

command: Love your neighbour as yourself. 
If you go snapping at each other and tearing 
each other to pieces, you had better watch or 
you will destroy the whole community.

Let me put it like this: if you are guided by 
the Spirit you will be in no danger of yielding 
to self-indulgence, since self-indulgence is 
the opposite of the Spirit, the Spirit is totally 
against such a thing, and it is precisely 
because the two are so opposed that you do 
not always carry out your good intentions. If 
you are led by the Spirit, no law can touch you.

Gospel Acclamation  1 Sm 3:9; Jn 6:68

Alleluia, alleluia!
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening;
you have the words of everlasting life.
Alleluia!

Gospel   Lk 9:51-62
Jesus resolutely set his face towards Jerusalem. I will follow 
you wherever you will go.

As the time drew near for him to be taken 
up to heaven, Jesus resolutely took the road 
for Jerusalem and sent messengers ahead 
of him. These set out, and they went into 
a Samaritan village to make preparations 
for him, but the people would not receive 
him because he was making for Jerusalem. 
Seeing this, the disciples James and John 
said, ‘Lord, do you want us to call down 
fire from heaven to burn them up?’ But he 
turned and rebuked them, and they went 
off to another village.

As they travelled along they met a man on 
the road who said to him, ‘I will follow you 
wherever you go.’ Jesus answered, ‘Foxes 
have holes and the birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay his head.’

Another to whom he said, ‘Follow me,’ 
replied, ‘Let me go and bury my father first.’ 
But he answered, ‘Leave the dead to bury 
their dead; your duty is to go and spread the 
news of the kingdom of God.’

Another said, ‘I will follow you, sir, but first 
let me go and say good-bye to my people at 
home.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Once the hand is 
laid on the plough, no one who looks back 
is fit for the kingdom of God.’
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Reflection by Fr Michael Tate

Jews and Samaritans were of a
different ethnic mix and were
religious adversaries – a volatile
mix. It was not surprising that
Samaritans refused Jesus entry to
their villages ‘because he was
making for Jerusalem’, the Jewish
centre of worship.
What is surprising is that after
several years with Jesus, James and
John had not absorbed his teaching
and practice of non-violence in
dealing with enemies. They wanted
to annihilate those they considered
to be heretics. We are told that
Jesus immediately ‘turned and
rebuked them’.
How many times must the Risen
Lord have ‘turned and rebuked’
Christians for their murderous
dealing with religious adversaries
over the centuries? How often, in
our own time, is He rebuking those
seeking to wipe out those of
‘heretical’ views, either outside or
within their own religious tradition?
How must He be weeping at the
genocidal carnage being wreaked
on his own disciples, and those of
other faiths, in the religious terror of
the Middle East?
We might pause for a moment to
seek forgiveness for the times we
have wished a personal or larger-
scale enemy to be done away with –
lest the rebuke of the Prince of
Peace ring in our self-righteous
ears.
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Across
3: comes before second and third

5: a place where we live

6: any place

8: all the lands that are ruled by a king

10: to look after

11: dog-like animals that live in dens

Down
1: where birds live

2: to place something in the 
ground

3: a male parent

4: digging soil in preparation 
for planting crops

7: animals that fly

9: the opposite of alive

S          t Peter and St Paul were two great leaders of 
the early church. Peter was a fisherman whose 
original name was Simon. Jesus called him and 

his brother Andrew to be “fishers of men”. St Peter 
was the leader of the apostles, selected by Jesus to 
be “the rock” upon which the early church was built. 
The Gospel according to Mark is believed to be based 
on Peter’s teachings. St Paul was originally named 
Saul, a man who persecuted the early Christians.  
On the road to Damascus, Saul had a vision of Jesus, 
who told him to become a Christian and preach to the 
gentiles. St Paul became a tireless missionary whose 
ideas and thoughts made an enormous impact on 
the early church. Traditionally, both Peter and Paul 
were persecuted and executed by the Roman Emperor 
Nero, and their remains are believed to be buried  
at the Vatican.


